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Understanding Stalking









Context

* Something may be 
frightening to the victim 
but not to you

* Stalking behaviors often 
have specific meanings

* Stalking criminalizes 
otherwise 
non-criminal behavior





Fear of what?

Fear of sexual assault is included in every stalking 
statute.



Fears Might Include:

* Sexual assault
* Voyeurism/privacy invasion
* Friends and/or loved ones being sexually victimized
* Intimate photos being created and/or shared
* Offender sharing personal sexual information and/or 

rumors



Sexual Harassment

* “…unwelcome sexual advances, 
requests for sexual favors, and 
other verbal or physical 
harassment of a sexual nature.”

* “…harassment is illegal when it is 
so frequent or severe that it 
creates a hostile or offensive 
work environment.”

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. 
https://www.eeoc.gov/sexual-harassment



Stalking and Sexual Assault: 
Commonalities





Myth of the Stranger Offender







Prevalent (in the United States)

Smith, S.G., Basile, K.C., & Kresnow, M. (2022). The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS): 2016/2017 Report on 
Stalking. Atlanta, GA: National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease control and Prevention.

Smith, S.G., Chen, J., Basile, K.C., Gilbert, L.K., Merrick, M.T., Patel, N., Walling, M., & Jain, A. (2017). The National Intimate Partner and 
Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS): 2010-2012 State Report. Atlanta, GA: National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention. 

Similar proportions of women and men experience stalking
and contact sexual violence in their lifetimes:



Stalking and Sexually Violent Behaviors



19.2%

93.9%
97.3%

Sexual Assault Survivors Who Also 
Experienced Stalking (Ages 18-24)

Brady, P. Q., & Woodward Griffin, V. (2019). The Intersection of Stalking and Sexual Assault Among Emerging Adults: Unpublished Preliminary 
Results. mTurk Findings, 2018.

Yes
48%

No
52%



Intersections of Stalking & Sexual 
Assault

Stalker threatens/plans to sexually assault the 
victim

Stalker attempts to get someone else to assault 
the victim

Stalker sexually assaults the victim

Stalker contacts victim after sexual assault 

















Stalking to Commit Sexual Violence





How Offenders Groom for Sexual 
Violence

1. Research and identify vulnerable victims
2. Establish relationships: contact, build trust
3. Meet in-person and isolate the victim
4. Coerce into sexual act(s)
5. Contact after

Lisak, D & Miller, P. (2002). Repeat Rape and Multiple Offending Among Undetected Rapists. Violence and Victims 17 (1), 73-84. Retrieved from 
https://www.davidlisak.com/wp-content/uploads/pdf/RepeatRapeinUndetectedRapists.pdf. 



Intimate Image Solicitation and 
Exploitation



Stalking for “Leverage”

* Attaining nonconsensual photos and/or recordings
* Gathering information for later sextortion



Justin Scott Corum

* Corum used persona of a minor league 
baseball player to lure teenage girls and 
young women into giving him their 
phone numbers.

* Began threatening his victims with 
violence if they did not send him 
sexually degrading selfies.

* Threatened to publicly humiliate them 
by posting the photographs if his 
victims did not meet him in person for 
sex.

Satterfield, J. (24 April 2018). Cyber rapist used Tinder, social media apps, threats and shame to silence victims. 
Knox News, Knoxville.



Brady, P. Q., & Woodward Griffin, V. (2019). The Intersection of Stalking and Sexual Assault Among Emerging Adults: Unpublished Preliminary Results. mTurk
Findings, 2018.



For Non-Consensual Image Distribution

* Cyberrightsproject.com
* Cybercivilrights.org  

For victims: 1-844-878-CCRI
* Cagoldberglaw.com
* Dmcadefender.com
* Copybyte.com



Soliciting Third Party Sexual Violence





Stalking After Sexual Violence





Think Broadly About “Contact”

* In-person contact
* Third person contact
* Phone
* Texting
* Email
* IM/Chat
* Social networking sites

* Contact with victim
* Postings to own or other 

people’s sites



Potential Relevant Charges: 
Sexual Violence & Stalking

* Voyeurism
* Unlawful creation of image of another
* Nonconsensual distribution of intimate images
* Sexual assault
* Indecent exposure



IPV, Stalking and Sexual Assault: 
Co-occurring Victimizations



Adapted from the Duluth Model Domestic Abuse 
Intervention Project’s Power and Control Wheel



Point When Stalking Occurs

Tjaden, P. & Thoennes, N. (1998). Stalking in America: Findings from the national violence against women survey (NCJ#169592). Washington, DC: National 
Institute of Justice Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Retrieved from https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles/169592.pdf.



Intimate Partner Co-victimization

Women stalked by partners experienced psychological 
abuse, physical abuse, sexual abuse, and injury at 
significantly higher rates compared with women who 
were not stalked by their partners.

Logan, T.K., Shannon, L., & Cole, J. (2007). Stalking Victimization in the Context of Intimate Partner Violence. Violence Vict. 22 (6), 669-683. 









Stalking and Trafficking



Stalking & Trafficking
Surveillance
* Monitoring victim to identify 

when and how to recruit
* Gathering info to leverage to 

sexually exploit/blackmail 
victim or persuade

* Monitory to assess 
vulnerability, accessibility and 
perceived lack of credibility

* Asking other individuals 
working for trafficker to 
monitor behavior

Life Invasion
* Humiliating person by 

threatening to expose what 
they are doing

* Requiring “check-ins”
* Gifts/small indulgences



Stalking & Trafficking

Interference
* Committing acts of 

sexual violence against 
victim

* Sharing sexual photos or 
videos with others

* Committing physical 
assaults

Intimidation
* Violence against others 

in operation
* Threatening the victim, 

others, pets with sexual 
or physical violence

* Using symbols of 
violence to control



Naming Stalking



Why Name Stalking?



Responding to Victims





Advise Disengagement

* Recommend complete disengagement (no 
contact with offender)

* Explain concept of intermittent reinforcement
BUT…

* Realize victims engage in behaviors to keep 
themselves safe:

* Maintain contact, negotiation, minimizing threat
* Contact may be a safety strategy







Resources for Professionals



StalkingAwareness.org






